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whenever the State was in danger ; and he now took advantage
of this clause to dissolve Parliament, to summon a new one
under a revised franchise, and to silence the Opposition Press
(July 1830). .
§ 100. the days of july.—The muzzling of the Press was
a flagrant breach of the Charter, and the journals defied the
Ordinance by a manifesto declaring that, since the King had
ended the reign of Law, the reign of Force would now begin.
During the following day the discharged printers went round
the factories and workshops of Paris calling out their fellow-
workers as a protest, and soon the streets were filled with angry
and excited mobs. That night the republicans, under the
leadership of an officer named cavaignac, planned an insur-
rection. The Government had not expected any serious
trouble, and General Marmont, the commandant of the garrison,
had received no orders beyond a jocular warning that some
windows might be broken. Consequently the insurgents were
able to get possession of the Hotel de Ville without opposition,
and the tricolors once more floated from its flagstaff. Marmont
sent two columns of troops to oust them, but the task proved
unexpectedly difficult. The winding, narrow streets could
easily be barricaded ; and the insurgents were as well armed as
the soldiers, for the National Guards had been allowed to keep
their weapons when they were disbanded. After some hours
of heavy fighting, the troops—weighed down by cumbrous
equipment, unfed for twenty-four hours, tortured by thirst,
and subject to a harassing bombardment of missiles from the
upper stories of the houses—were driven back with heavy
losses. The King was some ten miles off at St. Cloud, where
sounds of the combat could be heard on the terrace ; but he
refused to take matters seriously, especially as " Jules " had
another vision bidding him stand firm.
On the morrow the insurgents took the offensive and captured
the Tuileries, whence the guards fled in panic, fearing another
" Tenth of August." Some of the deputies of the prorogued

